
  
 

                                    

 

 

 

 

June 26, 2014 

 

 

The Honorable Congressman Robert Latta 

2448 Rayburn HOB 

Washington DC 20515 

 

Dear Congressman,  

Since I held positions to promote the export of Ohio manufactured products, first for the Ohio Art 

Company and later at Sauder Woodworking Co. in Archbold, your Congressman’s office has been a 

valuable asset in getting Ohio-made products from these two companies reach the markets of over 50 

countries.   

It has been my privilege to work in the past with the Congressman Paul Gilmore and his staff in the 

Defiance Office who’s support in dealing with many of the international challenges including issues such 

as intellectual property rights in Paraguay, Colombia, Brazil, and Mexico, unjust import restrictions and 

corruption cases of foreign officials in Argentina and Bolivia, Collection issues in Poland, and other many 

other complex issues, has been a key element in resolving these matters and has helped us conquer  and 

maintain a presence in foreign markets, often by directly solving the issue or by assuring  the support of 

US embassies and Consular offices  at local level.   

I have had a few contacts with your offices in Defiance and Washington since you became our 

Congressman and you and I met briefly in Washington when you were kind enough to come salute a 

group of Defiance elementary school children of which my daughter Mayte was one. I was one of the 

parents of that group.   

It is time again for me to ask for your support. The current desire of some politicians to not extend the 

charter of the Exim Bank represents what you might call a “Clear and Present Danger” and I am not 

referring to the First Amendment but more to Tom Clancy’s interpretation of that terminology. 

As I understand it the prime motivation to do away with the Exim Bank is “the need to stop the U.S. 

taxpayer paying for the subsidized financing of our foreign competitors” per Hiroko Okada, a Delta 

Airlines spokesperson passing on the opinion of Mr. Richard Anderson, CEO of Delta Airlines 

I support Mr. Anderson’s opinion concerning not burdening tax payers with such matters. The problem is 

that he cannot possibly have been talking about the Exim Bank.  Mr. Okada must have misunderstood Mr. 

Anderson.  The Exim Bank does not cost any money to the US Tax payers. It actually deposited 5 billion 

dollars in profits since de 1992 straight into our Treasury’s coffers.   Opponents of the Exim Bank are 

portraying it as another entitlement program, which it is definitely not.    

 



  
 

                                    

 

 

A second consideration is the opinion of some of your colleagues in Congress that export insurance 

should be exclusively left to the private sector.  There are good private sector export insurance policies 

available that compete successfully with the Exim Bank. However, their requirements to grand a policy 

excludes most of the medium and small manufacturers, who actually achieve the larger part of US total 

annual exports. Private export insurance policies have deductibles that are higher than the medium value 

of the orders shipped by US exporters.  

The rest of the participants in global markets are benefiting from ever increasing support of  their 

governments in order to strengthen their international competitiveness and some governments  are  using 

even manipulations of their currency and other protectionists measures  to keep us out of the international 

markets  while they do invade ours with their products.  The US Congress cannot support the loss for US 

manufacturers  and exporters, like us of the Exim Bank as it is in its present form.  If they do, in my 

opinion and I am sure in that of many others, they betray the American enterprises community, the 

American worker, the American tax payer, and the American families.    

It is sad to think that an esteemed body like the US Congress has members that apparently consider this.  

This represent a Clear and Present danger, but also rare opportunity for a bipartisan rescue of the seat of 

The United States at the table of the global economy. We cannot afford to lose that. 

I sincerely beg you, Congressman, do not let us down and defend the Exim bank in our Congress. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Very truly yours, 

EHF, Inc.  Sauder Division 

 

 

 

Alberto M.A. Castillo 

Vice President  

International Operations                                   

 

 

 

 

 

Cc:  Richard Anderson, Delta Airlines        

       William C Killgallon -  The Ohio Art Company 

       Chris Lasrado, EHF – Sauder Div 

       John Nercessian EHF – Sauder 

 


